U. S.S.N. 10/631,970 
Filed: August 1, 2003 
AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.312 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

I . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

executmg computer implemented instructions performed by one or more s e rvic e pro\'idor 
computers associated with a payment service provider for; 

receiving, at-a by the payment service provider, a payment re<:]uest for the payment 
service provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; 

assembling. [[at]j by the payment service provider based at least in part on information 
ilicludcd 111 t he icccn c(l payment request , a plurality of debit options available for fulfilling the 

paynioni requetit. wherein each of the plurahty of debit options is associated with a respective 
risk processing method, and wherein a first of the plurality of debit options is associated with a 
different risk processing method than a second of the plurality of debit options; 

evaluating, [[at]] by the payment service provider, each of the plurality of debit options 
based on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the phirality of debit options; 

selecting, [[at]] by the payment service provider, one of the plurality of debit options to 
be used when processing the payment request, v^'herein the selection is based at least in part on 
the evaluation of each of the plurality of debit options; and 

processing, [[at]] by the payment service provider, the payment request using the selected 
one debit option and the respective risk processing method associated with the one debit option. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 . wherein each of the respective risk 
processing methods reduces a risk of financial loss to the payment service provider in processing 
the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

3. (Previously Presented) The mediod of claim 36, wherein: 
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the risk processing method of real-time debit authorization and the risk processing 
method of batch good funds processing comprise determining, prior to directing ftinds to the 
payee in association with processing the payment request, that payor funds are available, 

the risk processing method of guaranteed funds processing comprises determining, prior 
to directing funds to the payee in association with processing the payment request, that an entity 
is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with processing the payment request, 

the risk processing method of risk analysis comprises determining whether payment to 
the payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor, and 

the risk processing method of debit-hold-credit processing comprises directing tunds to 
the payee a predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a 
deposit account associated with the payor. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the selected one debit option is 
associated with one of a real-time debit authorization risk processing method or a batch good 
funds processing risk processing method, and wherein executing computer-implemented 
instructions performed by one or more service provid e r computers forther comprises executing 
computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more sorvice provider computers for: 

transmitting a debit authorization for an amount associated with the payment request to a 
financial mstitution at which at least one of a payor deposit account or a service provider deposit 
account is maintained. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the selected one debit option is 
associated with a guaranteed funds processing risk processing method, and wherein executing 
computer- implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider computers 
further comprises executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more 
service provider computers for: 

identifying the entity from which to collect fiinds; 

wherein the payment request is processed responsive to tlie identification of the entity; 
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wherein the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service 
provider; and 

wherein the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider with 
which the payor is associated. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the selected one debit option is 
associated with a risk analysis risk processing method, and wherein executing computer- 
implemented instructions performed by one or more i i ervice provider computers further 
comprises executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more s ervice 
previdef computers for: 

determining at least one of i) [[if]] whether a monetary amount of the payment request is 
less than a predetermined first threshold, ii) [[if]] whether a total monetary amount of pa>'ments 
completed on behalf of the payor within a first predetermined time period is less than a 
predetermined second threshold, or iii) [[if]] wh ether a volume of payments completed on behalf 
of the payor within a second predetermined time period is less than a predetermined third 
threshold; 

wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first threshold, 
that the total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the volume is not less 
than the third threshold, processing the payment request includes issuing a draft to the payee 
drawn on the payor deposit account, 

otherwise, processing the payment request includes issuing one of a check or an 
electronic funds transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit account associated with an entity other 
than the payor. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the assembling of the plurality of 
debit options is based upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, 
iii) the identity of a financial institufion at which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the 
identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, v) a type of payTnent 
service offered by the payment service provider utilized by tlie payor, (vi) the payment amount, 
or (vii) the identity of the payment service provider. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I , wherein each of the pluraHty of debit 
options is associated witli a level of protection against financial loss to the payment service 
provider for processing a payment request, and wherein selecting one of the plurality of debit 
options includes selecting the available debit option that provides a higliest level of protection 
against financial loss to the payment service provider among the plurality of debit options 
available for fulfilling the received payment request. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a cost of processing a payment request, and wherein selecting one of 
the plurality of debit options includes selecting the available debit option that is associated with a 
least cost of processing the payment request among the plurality of debit options available for 
fulfilling the received payment request. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a time period for processing a payment request, and wherein selecting 
one of the plurality of debit options includes selecting the available debit option that is associated 
with a shortest time period to complete payment to the payee among the plurality of debit options 
available for ftilfiUing the received payment request. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

[[a]] at least one communications interface configured to receive a payment request for a 
payment service provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; and 
[[a]] at least one processor configured to: 

i) assemble , based at least in part on information included in the received p ayment 
request, a plurality of debit options available for fulfilling the received payment request, 
request based at least in-part-on infonn a tion included in the received payme nt-i^equestr 
wherein each of the plurality of debit options is associated with a respective risk 
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processing method, and wherein a first of the plurality of debit options is associated with 
a diflferent risk processing method than a second of the plurahty of debit options; 

ii) evaluate each of the plurality of debit options based on at least one 
predeterminwi factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options; 

iii) select one of the plurality of debit options to be used when processing the 
payment request, wherein the selection is based at least in part on the evaluation of each 
of the plurality of debit options; and 

iv) process the payment request using the selected one debit option and the 
respective risk processing method associated with the one debit option. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein each of the respective risk 
processing methods reduces a risk of financial loss to the payment service provider in processing 
the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 37, wherein: 

the risk processing method of real-time debit authorization and the risk processing 
method of batch good funds processing comprise determining, prior to directing funds to the 
payee in association with processing the payment request, that payor funds are available in a 
deposit account associated with the payor prior to directing a payment, 

the risk processing method of guaranteed funds processing comprises determining, prior 
to directing funds to the payee in association with processing the payment request, that an entity 
is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with processing the payment request, 

the risk processing method of risk analysis comprises determining whether payment to 
the payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor, and 

the risk processing method of debit-hold-credit processing comprises directing funds to 
the payee a predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a 
deposit account associated with the payor. 



9294211.1 



7 



U.S.S.N. 10/631,970 
Fifed: August 1, 2003 
AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR E3 12 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein: 

the selected one debit option is associated with one of a real-time debit authorization risk 
processing method or a batch good fijnds processing method; and 

the at least one processor is further configured to direct the transmission of fraa s mit a 
debit authorization for an amount associated with the payment request to a financial institution at 
which at least one of a payor deposit account or a service provider deposit account is maintained. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein; 

the selected one debit option is associated with a guaranteed funds processing risk 
processing method; 

the at least one processor is further a>nfigured to i) identify the entity from which to 
collect ftinds, and ii) to cause the payment request to be processed responsive to the 
identification of the entity; 

the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service provider; 

and 

the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider with which the 
payor is associated. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein: 

the selected one debit option is associated with a risk analysis risk processing method; 

the at least one processor is further configured to detemiine at least one of i) [ [if]] 
whether a monetary amount of the payment request is less than a predetermined first threshold, 
ii) [[if]] whether a total monetary amount of payments completed on behalf of the payor within a 
first predetennined time period is less than a predetermined second threshold, or iii) [[if]] 
vyhether a volume of payments completed on behalf of the payor within a second predetermined 
time period is less than a predetennined third threshold; 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is less than the first threshold, that the total 
monetary amount is less than the second threshold, or that the volume is less than the third 
threshold, processing the payment request includes issuing one of a check or an electronic funds 
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transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit account associated with an entity other than the payor; 
and 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first threshold, that the 
total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the volume is not less than 
the third threshold, processing the payment request includes issuing a draft to the payee drawn on 
the payor deposit account. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the at least one processor is 
further configured to assemble tlie plurality of debit options based upon at least one of i) the 
identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity of a financial institution at 
which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the identity of a consumer service provider with 
which the payor is associated, v) a type of payment service offer by the payment service provider 
utilized by the payor, (vi) the payment amount, or (vii) the identity of the payment service 
provider. 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a level of protection against financial loss to the payment service 
provider for processing a payment request; and 

wherein the risk processing method associated with the selected one debit option provides 
a highest level of protection against financial loss to the payment service provider among the 
plurality of debit options available for fulfilling the received payment request. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a cost of processing a payment request, and 

wherein the one debit option selected is associated with a least cost of processing the 
payment request among the plurality of debit options available for fulfilling the received 

payment request. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a time period for processing a payment request, and 
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wherein the one debit option selected is associated with a shortest time period to 
complete payment to the payee among the plurality of debit options available for fulfilling the 
received payment request. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for receiving a payment request for a payment service provider to pay a payee on 
behalf of a payor; 

means tor assemblin g, based at least in part on infomiation included in the received 
payment request, a plurality of debit options available for fiilfilling the received payment request, 
request base d at lea st in part on information - included in the received payment - request, wherein 
each of the plurality of debit options is associated with a respective risk processing method, and 
wherein a first of the plurality of debit options is associated with a different risk processing 
method than a second of the plurality of debit options; 

means for evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based on at least one 
predeterminal factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options; 

means for selecting one of the plurality of debit options to be used when processing the 
pa>anent request, wherein the selection is bascxi at least in part on the evaluation of each of the 
plurality of debit options; and 

means for processing the payment request using the setectcd one debit option and the 
respective risk processing method associated with the one debit option. 

24. (Currently Amended) 'Flie method of claim 4, wherein executing computer-implemented 
instructions performed by one or more service provider computers further comprises executing 
computer- implemented instructions perfonned by one or more sep v i ee - previ deF computers for: 

receiving, responsive to transmittmg the debit authorization, one of (i) confirmation that 
the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) confinnation that the service 
provider account has been successllilly credited. 
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25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15, wherein the at least one communications 
interface is further configured to receive, responsive to transmitting the debit authorization, one 
of (i) confirmation that the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) 
confirmation that the service provider account has been successfully credited. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one predetennined 
tactor associated with each of the plurality of debit options is chosen based upon at least one of i) 
the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of tlie payment service provider, or iii) the identity of a 
consumer service provider with which the payor is associated. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the at least one predetennined 
factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options is chosen based upon at least one of i) 
the identity of the payor, ii) tlie identity of the payment service provider, or iii) the identity of a 
consumer service provider with which the payor is associated. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one predetermined 
factor comprises at least one of (i) a cost of processing factor, (ii) a risk of processing factor, or 
(iii) a speed of processing factor. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein a respective numeric value for the 
at least one predetermined factor is stored for each of the plurality of debit options, and 

wherein evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based on at least one 
predetermined factor comprises evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based at least in 
part on the stored respective numeric values. 
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32, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein executing computer- implemented 
instructions performed by one or more se i^ 'i^e ^r evider computers further comprises executing 
computer- implemented instructions performed by one or more service provid e? computers for: 
crediting the payee using a credit option ^sociated with the selected one debit option. 

3 3 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the at least one predetermined 
factor comprises at least one of (i) a cost of processing factor, (ii) a risk of processing factor, or 

(iii) a speed of processing factor. 

34. (Ctirrently Amended) Tlie system of claim 1 2, wherein a respective numeric value for the 
at least one predetermined factor is stored for each of the plurality of debit options, and 

wherein the at least one processor is operable to evaluate each of the plurality of debit 
options bused on at least one predetermined factor by evaluating each of the plurality of debit 
options based at least in part on the stored respective numeric values. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the at least one processor is 
further configured to direct a crediting of the payee using a credit option associated with the 
selected one debit option. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim I, wherein each of the respective risk 
processing methods comprises one of (i) real-time debit authorization, (ii) batch good funds 
processing, (iii) guaranteed funds processing, (iv) debit-hold-credit processing, and (v) risk 
analysis. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 12, wherein each of the respective risk 
processing methods comprises one of (i) real-time debit authorization, (ii) batch good funds 
processing, (iii) guaranteed funds processing, (iv) debit-hold-credit processing, and (v) risk 
analysis. 
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